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PROJECT OVERVIEW: PRATIQUE is an EC-funded 7th Framework research project designed to address the major challenges for pest risk analysis (PRA) in Europe. It has three principal objectives: (i) to assemble the datasets required to construct PRAs valid for the whole of the EU, (ii) to conduct multi-disciplinary research that enhances the techniques used in PRA and (iii) to provide a decision support scheme for PRA that is efficient and user-friendly. For further information please visit the project website or e-mail the project office using the details provided below:

Email: pratique@csl.gov.uk
Internet: www.pratiqueproject.eu
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Disclaimer: 

This publication has been funded under the small collaborative project PRATIQUE, an EU 7th
Framework Programme for Research, Technological Development and Demonstration addressing theme: [kbbe-2007-1-2-03: development of more efficient risk analysis techniques for pests and pathogens of phytosanitary concern call: fp7- kbbe-2007-1]. Its content does not represent the official position of the European Commission and is entirely under the responsibility of the authors. The information in this document is provided as is and no guarantee or warranty is given that the information is fit for any particular purpose. The user thereof uses the information at its sole risk and liability.
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1- Background to this deliverable
The EPPO PRA scheme, which is used throughout Europe, directly follows ISPM11 and provides pest risk analysts with a comprehensive series of questions that explore all the factors that must be considered. Since 2005 a strong wish has been expressed by PRA experts to have a computerised version of the scheme to make it more user-friendly. Although the scheme is generic a computerised version would allow context sensitive notes related to the types of pest being analysed to be added to assist the risk analyst, provide additional flexibility and allow new features to eb added to enhance user-friendliness for the risk analyst and for those reading the PRAs that result. These enhancements would be very difficult to achieve in Microsoft Word or Excel and would also make the scheme unwieldy. However, the conversion of the scheme to a web-based system (WP6) provides such enhancements much more readily.

It is expected that risk managers, phytosanitary regulators and policy makers will benefit because PRAs:
•	will be much easier to read
•	will more clearly highlight the key factors to take into account when developing phytosanitary measures, ensuring that the choices made are based on sound science, reflect uncertainties and represent the most cost-effective options while following IPPC principles of minimal impact, transparency and equivalence
•	will also be much easier for stakeholders to read, so they can understand more readily the justification for the measures being proposed.

Extract of the description of work: 
Task 6.2 Construction of a web-based PRA scheme 
All the deliverables from WPs1-5 will be placed in a user-friendly web-based PRA scheme based on the EPPO PRA scheme and written in an open source programming language (PHP) and a powerful open source database (PostgreSQL). This will be undertaken either by direct amendments to the scheme itself or by adding modules and links to guidance documents and relevant data sets. Opportunities will be taken to make the PRA scheme more user-friendly. For example, it will be adapted to higher taxa, so that only questions and guidance relevant to specific taxa will appear. Particular attention will be made to ensure that a clear report and summary of the PRA is available for decision makers. 
Early versions of the outputs from WPs1-5 will be obtained to ensure that any difficulties in web-enabling the modules are identified as early as possible and a prototype is available for validation. In this way, subsequent alterations, following the validation exercise, are likely to be relatively straightforward to implement. EPPO will be the principal partner undertaking this work in collaboration with the other partners that have developed the modules for incorporation into the scheme.

2- The web-based CAPRA network
http://capra.eppo.org/index.php

The web-based CAPRA network provides risk analysts with:
· a validated, user-friendly web-enabled PRA scheme with detailed guidance, direct links to relevant datasets, modules containing procedures to be adopted in difficult sections of the scheme, 
· a manual and examples of best practice 
· a link to the PRATIQUE project deliverables. 
Datasets are also available from this Website 

Home page 
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Page for Downloads 
On this page the risk assessor can download the CAPRA programme, the user manual as well as two examples of PRAs conducted with the CAPRA programme (Agrilus anxius and Drosophila suzukii). 

[image: ]2

2



Page for Datasets for PRA: 
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As explained in Deliverables 1.2 & 1.3, the data sources gathered by PRATIQUE have been integrated into a dataset explorer (a system that stores the datasets in a database and provides ready access through the computerised pest risk analysis (CAPRA) scheme). This has been undertaken in two steps:
Step 1:  Construction of an online database of datasets (the Dataset Management System or DMS). The DMS includes 4 subparts corresponding to each type of dataset (1.1, 1.2, 1.3 and 1.4). This DMS allows new datasets to be included and the information (rating, weblinks, description etc) held on current datasets to be modified. 

An automatic process for regularly checking that the web links continue to be valid is under study. Web links will be maintained by the EPPO Secretariat after the PRATIQUE project has finished. As mentioned in Deliverable 6.3, it has been suggested that a user group should be created in order to maintain the datasets in the future. The experts that form such a group should be members of the EPPO Panel for PRA development or the EPPO Panel on Invasive Alien Species, and the group should be established when PRATIQUE is finished.

Dataset Management System for Pest in current area of distribution
[image: ]

3- The CAPRA programme
Technical documentation for Capra has been prepared and is presented in Annex 1 (separate file)
A manual for users is presented in Annex 2 (separate file)

4- Acknowledgments
We would like all experts who participated in the production of the CAPRA network in particular the EPPO Panel on PRA Development, several EPPO Expert Working Groups for PRA, the participants in the Hammamet PRA workshop, and the participants in the PRATIQUE meetings for discussion and useful suggestions.
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Welcome to the CAPRA Network

On this website access to the CAPRA software, to datasets and to PRATIQUE deliverables is provided

Computer software CAPRA

On this page you can download the computer programme CAPRA. This computer software has been developed by the EPPO Secretariat in the
framework of the European Union 7th framework program protect PRATIQUE (Grant agreement No 212 459) and with the support of the EPPO
Panels. This software aims to assist pest risk analysts in running the EPPO decision-support scheme for Pest Risk Analysis (EPPO Standard PM
5/3(5) Decision-support scheme for quarantine pests), and other decision-support schemes. Go to downloads page

Datasets for PRA

The lack of data is a major challenge in pest risk analysis (PRA) woridwide. In order to identify appropriate sources of information, several projects
have been launched with the objective of assembling datasets that contain information useful for pest risk analysts. Datasets resulting from two
projects can be consulted there. Go to datasets page

PRATIQUE deliverables.

On this page you will be able to access the different document reports prepared during the PRATIQUE project The documents provide in particular
background information on the changes made to the EPPO decision support scheme for PRA but also suggestions for future improvements. Go to
deliverables page

The PRATIQUE project (Grant Agreement No212450) is supported by the European
Commission's 7th Framework Programme for Research and Technological Development: It
addresses Topic KBBE-2007-1-2-03 entitied: "Development of more efficient risk analysis
techniques for pests and pathogens of phytosanitary concem" in area 2.1 "Sustainable
production and management of biological resources from land, forest and aquatic
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Programs and documents which can be downloaded

Document/Progran
CAPRA Setup program DOWNLOAD
CAPRA User Manual (PDF) DOWNLOAD

Examples of PRAs conducted with the Decision Support Scheme for PRA

Agrilus anyius download CAPRA file download report (.pdf)
Drosophila suzuki download CAPRA file download report (.pdf)

Examples of studies conducted with the Decision Support Scheme for generating
contingency plans and prioritizing action during outbreaks

Anoplophora glabripennis (taly)  download CAPRA file  download report (.pdf)
Drosophila suzukil (italy) download CAPRA file  download report (.pdf)
Gibberella circinata download CAPRA file  download report (.pdf)
‘Solanum elaeagnifolium (France)  download CAPRA file download report (.pdf)
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USEFUL DATASETS FOR PRA

Introduction

The lack of data is a major challenge in pest risk analysis (PRA) worldwide. In order to identify appropriate sources of information, several
projects have been launched with the objective of assembling datasets that contain information useful for pest risk analysts. The datasets
presented in this section mainly result from two projects:

« PRATIQUE a European Union 7th framework programme project
« Prassis (acronym of Pest risk assessment in the European Community: inventory of data sources) a project launched by the European and
Food Safety Authority

In both project an inventory of the key national, European and global datasets required for the production of PRAS relevant to the whole Europe
has been made. The inventories made by the two projects have been exchanged. Datasets gathered by both projects are consequently
included in the dataset explorer.

The datasets included in the dataset explorer are grouped as follows.

« Information on the pest in its current area of distribution
« Information on pathways, including trade. production and economic datasets.
« Information on the area under consideration for the PRA

« Information on pest management

Warning: it should be noted that both projects identified gaps in the information sources (e.g. trade data, economic data, data on
phytosanitary measures) so the assessor should not expect to find all necessary information for performing a PRA in these datasets.

READ MORE ON THE DATASETS COLLECTED
To view the datasets click on view

Once you are in one group of datasets, you can select the datasets based on the quality criteria you want as well as on the type of information
you are looking for (€ g. in the dataset group 1 taxonomy, environmental, official Phytosanitary measures)

Please note that you also can propose new datasets in the different categories. (click on “propose”)

Description
Pestin current area of distribution VIEW Propose
Pathways and economic datasets VIEW Propose

Area under consideration for the PRA VIEW Propose

Maps of crops VIEW
Pest management VIEW Propose
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