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Fig. 1 Acizzia uncatoides adult 
 
 
 
Background 
 
Acizzia uncatoides (Ferris & Klyver) (Hemiptera: Psyllidae) is a serious pest of 
ornamental mimosas and wattles (Acacia sp.) and silk trees (Albizzia sp.). It is 
commonly known as the ‘Acacia sucker’ or ‘Acacia psyllid’. Since 1990 it has been 
detected on eight occasions in England (in the counties: Essex, Kent, London, 
Norfolk, Suffolk and Surrey) on Acacia longifolia, A. retinoides, A. rivalis and Acacia 
sp. The infested plants were imported directly from either France or Italy (Sicily), or 
were found in association with imported plants, and action was taken to eradicate 
the pest.  
 
In 2006 the insect was observed on an Acacia baileyana tree growing in a private 
garden in Surrey. The plant had been in the garden for about nine years and there 
was no import connection to explain the pathway of entry of the pest. By the spring 
of 2007 the psyllid population had grown to such an extent that it was causing 
defoliation and dieback. A sample was submitted to the Royal Horticultural Society 
and subsequently forwarded to the Central Science Laboratory, where it was 
identified. This latest outbreak is currently under control. 
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Fig. 2 Acizzia uncatoides eggs 
  

Fig. 3 Acizzia uncatoides nymph 
 

 

 

 
 

Fig. 4 Acizzia uncatoides adult, dark form 
  

Fig. 5 Acizzia uncatoides adult, pale form 
 
 
Geographical Distribution 
 
Acizzia uncatoides is native to Australia, but has spread to New Zealand, USA (including Hawaii), Central 
America, Mexico, Chile, France, Spain, Italy, Canary Isles (Spain), Malta, Portugal, the former Yugoslavia, North 
Africa and Israel. 
 
 
Host Plants 
 
The majority of psyllids are generally host specific. Acizzia uncatoides, however, is unusual as it is polyphagous 
feeding on more than 58 species of Acacia and several Albizia species. 
 
 
Pest Biology and Detection  
 
Acizzia uncatoides is a sap-feeding insect that forms dense colonies on the leaves and stems at the shoot tips, 
and all life stages can be found together.  The eggs (Fig. 2) are approximately 0.25 mm long, yellow to orange, 
and oval with the apical end narrower and more pointed than the basal end. They are laid singularly or in groups 
on the buds and undersides of the foliage. The nymphal stages (Fig. 3) are dorso-ventrally flattened with obvious 
wing pads. Young nymphs are creamy yellow with reddish eyes, whereas the older nymphs are yellow-orange or 
greenish-yellow with part of the head, wing pads and the tip of the abdomen all brown in colour. The dorsal 
surface of the thorax and abdomen has paired brown spots and transverse bands (Fig. 3). The adult insects 



 
(Figs 1, 4 and 5) are 2-3 mm long and exhibit a wide variation in colour from green to yellow to dark brown. 
Generally the head and thorax are much darker than the abdomen and are orange-brown to dark-brown or grey. 
The abdomen is green to greenish-orange or orange-brown with transverse greyish bands. The wings are 
hyaline with distinct brown or grey patches (Figs 1 and 4).  
 
In Italy, up to eight overlapping generations were recorded in a year. The psyllid can over-winter at the adult or 
nymphal stage. Adults can disperse over short distances by flight and over longer distances by air currents. Two 
other species, Acizzia acaciaebaileyanae (Froggat) and A. jamatonica (Kuwayama), have been introduced into 
continental Europe and have been intercepted on imported plants in England. Acizzia acaciaebaileyanae feeds 
on Acacia baileyana, A. decurrens, A. podalyriiefolia and Acacia sp. It originates from Australia and has been 
introduced to New Zealand, South Africa and Italy. Acizzia jamatonica feeds on Albizzia species, particularly A. 
julibrissin. It originates from Asia and has been introduced to Italy, France, Switzerland, Slovenia and Croatia, 
and has been placed on the European and Mediterranean Plant Protection Organisation (EPPO) Alert List. 
 
 
Economic Importance and Damage 
 
Acizzia uncatoides is a serious pest of ornamental Acacia and Albizzia. Dense colonies form on the growing tips 
causing chlorosis, defoliation and die back. Heavily infested young plants show reduced growth and suffer 
damage to the meristematic tissue causing poor growth form. Both adults and nymphs excrete large quantities of 
honeydew, which becomes coated with waxy secretions and deposited on the plant. The honeydew serves as a 
medium for the growth of black sooty moulds, which may blemish the foliage. 
 
Acizzia uncatoides is currently the target of a biological programme in Hawaii, where it is a significant pest of the 
endemic Acacia koa, and in France where it is a pest of the Australian species A. retinodes.  The risk of A. 
uncatoides and other Acizzia species becoming naturalised in Britain is increasing with climate change. Its 
distribution in South Island New Zealand suggests that it could survive more widely in Europe, but it is 
presumably restricted by its food plant. 
 
 
Control Measures 
 
Acacia psyllid populations tend to be associated with the availability of tender new growth on the plant. 
Minimising pruning and shearing where possible is advisable, as this can stimulate the tender new growth 
preferred by the psyllid. In addition, avoid excess irrigation and fertilisation; these encourage the succulent 
foliage that promotes increased psyllid populations.   Monitoring for the pest when susceptible new growth or 
adult psyllids become abundant is the key for successful control, as this is the best time to apply treatment. 
Monitoring of this pest can be achieved using yellow sticky traps, or by shaking plants over a collecting surface 
(such as a beating tray, white sheet, or a clipboard with white paper), and counting the number of live psyllids.   
 
Insecticidal soaps and fatty acids are effective against this pest, however control is not persistent. The 
advantage of using these insecticides is the reduced toxicity to native biocontrol agents. Contact insecticides 
such as deltamethrin and bifenthrin will provide more persistent control, but have a greater toxicity to native 
biocontrol agents. Home and garden insecticidal products are available with the suitable active ingredients (as 
above) for the treatment of this psyllid.  A known biocontrol agent of this psyllid native to the UK is the predatory 
bug Anthocoris nemoralis. This has been used to provide effective control of this psyllid in the USA. Ladybirds 
and lacewings may also provide some control depending on population levels, which can be augmented. 
 
 
Advisory Information 
 
Suspected outbreaks of A. uncatoides or any other non-native plant pest should be reported to the local Defra 
Plant Health and Seeds Inspector or to PHSI Headquarters, York (Tel.: 01904 455174, Fax: 01904 455197) and 
samples submitted to the Central Science Laboratory for identification. 
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Distribution 
 

PHSI (Plant Health & Seeds Inspectorate):  Eden Project: 
All Inspectors (via David Butler) Katie Treseder 

CSL (Central Science Laboratory):  EPPO (European & Med.n Plant Protection Org.): 
Mike Roberts, Chief Executive Nico Van Opstal 
Tony Hardy, Agri-Env. Science Director FC (Forestry Commision):  
CSL Information Centre Roddie Burgess 
Heads of Groups: Forest Research: 



 
John Dennis Hugh Evans 
Linda Owen Christine Tilbury 
Peter Robertson FVO (Food & Veterinary Office): 
Keith Walters Lars Christoffersen 

CSL Plant Health Group: Garden Organic (Henry DoubleDay Res. Assn):  
Nicola Spence, Head of Group  Andy Strachan 
Andy Aspin Phil Sumption 
Richard Baker Harper Adams U. College, Plant Health Clinic: 
Paul Bartlett Matthew Back 
Ray Cannon HDC (Horticulture Development Council) 
Dom Collins Horticulture & Potatoes Division:  
Dominic Eyre Mr I Llewellyn 
Roger Hammon Hope Collection (U o Oxford): 
Sue Hockland George McGavin 
Alan MacLeod HRI (Horticulture Research International) 
Chris Malumphy Hunterian Museum (U o Glasgow): 
Gay Marris Geoff Hancock 
Sara Martins HTA (Horticultural Trades Association) 
Helen Moran IGER (Inst. Grassland & Environmental Res.): 
Joe Ostoja-Starzewski Chris Pollack 
Sharon Reid Clive Lipscombe 

PHD (Plant Health Division):  Killgerm Chemicals Ltd 
Steve Ashby Liverpool Museum: 
Richard Harris Steve Judd 
Steve Hunter  Manchester Museum: 
Alan Inman Dimitri Logunov 
Iain Johnstone Monks Wood Biological Records 
Richard McIntosh National Museum Wales: 
Martin Ward James Turner  

PSD (Pesticides Safety Directorate): Mike Wilson 
Richard Davis NIAB (National Institute of Agricultural Botany) 
David Richardson National Museums Scotland: 

Science Directorate:  Graham Rotheray 
Matthew Bell NAW (National Assembly for Wales, PHBB): 
David Cole, (Hort-Link) Stephen Jackson  
David Murphy-Bokern Nigel Cooke 
Peter Street, (SAPPIO) Emma Cross 

ADAS (Agr. Devel. & Advisory Service): NHM (Natural History Museum):  
Jude Bennison Stuart Hine 
Mike Lole Jon Martin 
Sue Ogilvy Malcolm Scoble 
Tim O’Neil Mick Webb 

BCPC (British Crop Production Council): RBG (Royal Botanic Gardens) Edinburgh: 
David Alford Library 

Bishop Burton: RBG (Royal Botanic Gardens) Kew: 
John Hickling Martin Staniforth 

BOPP (Brit. Ornamental Plant Producers): RHS (Royal Horticultural Society Garden, Wisley): 
Jeanette Soer Andrew Halstead 

British Plant Gall Society: Rothamsted Research:  
Michael Chinery Library 

Dept. of Agr. & Fisheries Jersey: SASA (Scottish Agricultural Science Agency): 
Scott Meadows June Chard 

Dept of Agr. Fisheries & Forestry IoM: Fiona Highet 
Michael Caley John Pickup 
Andrew Macloud Scottish Agricultural Colleges 

DARDNI (Dept Ag. & Rural Devel. N. Ireland): SCRI (Scottish Crop Research Institute): 
     Reid Coleman Brian Fenton 
     Stephen Jess Ian Toth 
     Jonathan McAdams SEERAD (Scot. Exec. Env. & Rural Affairs Dept.): 
     Michael McKillen Charles Greenslade 
     Stephen Nixon  States Committee for Horticulture, Guernsey: 
East Malling Research: Nigel Clark 

Library Stockbridge Technology Centre 
EC SCPH (EC Standing Com. on Plant Health): Ulster Museum: 

Marc Vereecke Brian Nelson 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




